
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities Case Western Reserve 
University 
 
  
Your Project Title: 2018 Cleveland Humanities Festival: Health 

Your Project Summary: Organized by the Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities at CWRU, the annual 

Cleveland Humanities Festival is an event extending across the city with the participation of more than 25 

educational & cultural organizations. The 2018 Festival theme is "Health". It will offer public programming 

which addresses the question of how the humanities illuminate the enormous promise of new biomedical 

technologies & procedures & deepen our understanding of the complex ethical & personal questions they 

raise. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This organization will undoubtedly put on an event that engages and challenges their community. 

They have chosen a theme ("Health") that resonates with the community which is nationally known for its 

medical and health-related institutions. Many of the events within the festival will be free and events will 

take place at various institutions across Cleveland - therefore economic and geographical accessibility have 

been considerations. The organization has clear capacity to plan and facilitate the event as demonstrated 

by large existing budget, institutional support from CWU, and ample team of staff working on this project. 

Review and reflection of event (in order to assess community reactions to their work and adapt for future) 

could be stronger. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Applicant provides evidence of artistic and cultural vibrancy as defined by CAC criteria - in 

particular support materials were helpful in understanding the scope of the festival's activities as the 

application did not provide many specifics. Although the Baker-Nord Center is clearly a mature organization; 

the application lacked detail related to the organization capacity criteria - wasn't sure how festival 

participants are selected and who else is part of the planning team. Related to the public benefit criteria, I 

was challenged to find evidence of any direct engagement (or clear identification) of the community to be 

served by the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant's proposal demonstrates a strong ability to coordinate and execute the project. I 

don't question the organizations capacity, I am concerned about the budget description and that the 

utilization of funds from this grant which appears to be a very small priority for the public benefit. While the 

overall project displays deeply enriched programming, and free to the public, the applicant as a robust 

institution in the community, could have a deeper impact if the budget reflected that funds from this project 

were spent to collaborate with local professionals, artists, or a grassroots/community organization to host 

part of the series in the greater Cleveland community. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public benefit: The Cleveland Humanities Fest is 

building meaningful relationships between the residents and visitors in northeast Ohio area and its 

programming partners using the lens of the humanities to connect seemingly disparate institutions, 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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disciplines and themes to provide deeper context and current perspectives on issues in the national 

spotlight. The CHF is accessible and inviting to its community and open to the public entering its 3 year as 

a city wide event with mostly free and some paid events. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The CHF engages a 

diverse team of arts, cultural, educational and for 2018 biomedical professionals, qualified to complete the 

project. The event incorporating disciplines and art forms within the humanities, inspires attendees and 

presenters to think creatively and differently about how to positively advance the impact of healthcare, 

address concerns within our current systems care or improve human health overall. Over 25 arts and culture 

and educational organizations/institutions will produce programming as part of the festival. Organizational 

Capacity: The organization has recruited an engaged and diverse team of professionals participating as 

leaders, speakers and organizers for the festival, all qualified to complete the project. CFH has a clear plan 

to implement the project and achieve stated project goals. The budget is realistic and appropriate for the 

project and demonstrates a clear plan to reach the match requirement. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that The Baker-Nord Center somewhat meets the funding criteria 

through their proposal for a 2018 Cleveland Humanities Festival. The public benefit of this project of how 

humanities illuminate the enormous promise of new biomedical technologies and procedures, plus the 

deepening of the complex ethical and personal questions they raise, makes the engagement portion with 

the community ever more confusing and hard to delineate or demonstrate simply. They have built 

meaningful relationships with residents and community partners, including 25 educational and cultural 

organizations throughout the city. They intend to be accessible in most of their events (except perhaps 

some screenings and trolley rides) and this will invite their community and public to participate. Their 

description of the communities they are serving is far too general and doesn't convey deep knowledge or 

understanding of the needs of these communities to drive their work. The proposed events production looks 

like a very large and sophisticated event, the amount requested is minimal comparatively. It is unclear if 

they have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have an 

engaged and diverse board and staff. One would assume an equally as committed and varied set of 

volunteers will be needed. To measure progress they will track participating institutions. The argument 

suggested on the use of money for honorarium of speakers in their budget narrative was not very clear or 

convincing. The match requirement is clearly demonstrated by major project grant applications pending and 

the possibility of requesting donations from Friends of Baker-Nord Center. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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